Safety

Kids often talk about the need to feel safe

in their families and communities. Kids also
speak about finding a balance between being
cared for and learning through experience.
Children feel most unsafe when they’re alone.

We have to learn and experience life
ourselves. We can’t just be protected
all the time. (Girl, 15 years)

Public spaces aren’t safe around here.
It's not safe on the streets if you’re alone,
you can’t go to the public toilets, the train
station’s not safe. There are people using
drugs. (Boy, 12 years)

Education

It is important to get a good education,
no matter who kids are or where they live.
For kids, schools are also places where
friendships develop. Relationships with
teachers are also important.

Education is the most important. Where
will you be without education? Will you
ever exist in what you are now? Everything
around us came from education. (16 years)

| think it should be like fair and not like
money wise like, the most important
thing, education, should be less costly ...
everything should be, everything that’s
needed in the society, should be easier to
achieve. (17 years)

Teachers should know how to talk to you,
to communicate with you and get along
with you just like friends. (Boy, 15 years)

(dPiurtd bY kidS
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Health

Access to good health care is important to
kids. Many kids say that being healthy was
about well-being rather than just not being
sick. It was about “feeling good”. Younger
kids often focus on nutrition and exercise
while for older kids the emphasis is more on
emotional health.

Health is not about whether you are sick or
not, it’s really about whether you are feeling
good or not. (Boy, 15 years)

| feel we have really great, like sort of
hospital, health care, medical things...
you've gotta think of other countries, here
they really take care of everyone. (15 years)

Mum and Dad, teachers ... They take you
to the doctor, give you medication when
you need it. Give you the right sort of food
to eat. Make you walk” (Boy, 9 years)

Rights

Kids like to be valued and respected for
their own sake. Many kids feel they don’t
know enough about their rights and would
like to know more. Kids say it is important
to their well-being to have the power to
make choices in everyday situations and be
involved in decisions about their lives.

Children should have a right to have their
say because they might notice something
that adults don’t. (Girl, 11 years)

What are my rights when entering a shop,
especially when you get targeted because
of the colour of your skin?

Having a say

Kids want to have their say, and for adults to
listen and treat kids’ views with respect.

Rights should be taught at school where
children can understand more when a
teacher is helping them.

Even though we have the right to voice our
opinions we’re kind of being like stopped
by something that you can’t really see,
invisible sort of barrier ... like, opportunities
are there and we can access them, it’s just
there’s a certain point where you can’t go
any further as a young person. It’s just the
way that society is, really. (16 years)

They [kids] should be treated really nicely.
They should be treated like ‘real’ people.
Real people. (8 years)

a
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Available from the Commission in hardcopy
or online at 30 June 2009.

New South Wales Commission for Children
and Young People Annual Report from
1999-2000 to 2007-2008

Child Death Review Team Annual Report
and Summary Report 1998-1999, 1999-
2000, 2001-2002, July—December 2002,
then January—-December 2003 to 2007

Report of an Inquiry into the best means
of assisting Children & Young People with
no-one to turn to

A Head Start for Australia — An Early Years
Framework (full and summary reports)

Children at Work

What about the kids?: Policy Directions for
Improving the experiences of infants and
young children in a changing world

(full and summary discussion papers)

Children at Work Recommendations
Report on paid maternity leave poll
A world fit for children — summary
Child-friendly community indicators

Making the working world work better
for kids

built 4 kids — A good practice guide to
creating child-friendly built environments
AWARE: A model for estimating applicant

and workplace risks in NSW for child-
related employment background checking

Feedback annually from 2000 to 2007
Your Voice — information brochure for
primary school children

Your Voice Activity Book

Babysitting guide

Feedback Mag online e-zine, March, July,

September and December 2008; March
and June 2009

Fatal Assault of Children and Young People
(full and summary reports)

Suicide and Risk-taking Deaths of Children
and Young People (full and summary reports)

Fatal Assault and Neglect of Children and
Young People

Sudden Unexpected Deaths in Infancy:
the New South Wales Experience
(full and summary reports)

Trends in the fatal assault of children in NSW:

1996-2005

Trends in Child Deaths in New South Wales
1996-2005

Sharing the Stage

Conferences and Events

Meeting together — deciding together
All aBoard!

Checking the Scoreboard

Count me in!

Sharing Our Journey
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Including children and young people
Listening to children
Raising children
Child protection is everyone’s business
Reporting abuse and neglect
Child sexual assault
Involving kids in staff selection
Child-Safe Child-Friendly

Checkilist

Finding your risks

A Parent’s Guide to Choosing Child-Safe
and Child-Friendly Programs

Child-Safe and Child-Friendly Policy
Developing Codes of Conduct

Developing Codes of Conduct: for kids,
with kids

Recruitment and Selection Checklist
Suitability for Working with Kids Checklist
Job Description

Application Form

Interview Schedule

Interview Questions

Referee Schedule

Induction: Welcoming new members
to your team

Guide to Monitoring and Supervising
Staff, Volunteers and Students

Staff, Vlolunteers and Students:
Tips for Supporting your Team

The Feedback and Reflection Process
Developing a complaints process
Complaint record form

Employer Guidelines — Working With
Children Check

Why children need at least 12 months paid
parental leave

Prescription and Over-the-counter
medication

Prescription and Over-the-counter
medication — General Practitioners

Prescription and Over-the-counter
medication — Pharmacists

Prescription and Over-the-counter
medication — Sports Coaches

Prescription and Over-the-counter
medication — Teachers and School Staff

Children and young people speak about
getting help

Kids speak out about immigration detention
experiences

Young people talk alcohol

Children and young people speak about
the issues important to them

Young people talk about driving

Children and young people speak
about education

Young people talk about their experiences
at work

Overview of children’s understandings
of well-being

Children and young people talk about health

Children and young people speak about
the built environment

Mobile Me — Kids speak out about
mobile phones

Children speak about being at school
| want to work



At 30 June 2009, the Commission’s
submission or joint submissions to the
following formal inquiries or consultations
were available on the Commission’s website
at kids.nsw.gov.au/kids/ourwork/
changinglaws.cfm.

NSW Parliament Crimes Amendment
(Child Protection — Excessive Punishment)
Bill 2000

Quiality Matters: Revitalising Teaching:
critical times, critical choices. Report
of the Review of Teacher Education

in New South Wales

NSW Staysafe (Joint Standing Committee
on Road Safety) review of traffic control
around New South Wales Schools

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Law and Justice inquiry
into the operation of the Crimes
(Forensic Procedures) Act 2000

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues inquiry into
child protection services

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues Inquiry into
Equal Age of Consent

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Law and Justice Inquiry into
Child Sexual Assault Prosecutions

Consultation on Labor’s Proposal for a
National Commissioner for Children and
Young People

Senate Inquiry into Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation Legislation
Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2002 and
related matters

Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation
Committee inquiry into the Australian
Human Rights Commission Legislation

Bill 2003

Ministry of Transport Inquiry into
Sustainable Transport

Senate Community Affairs References
Committee Inquiry into Institutional Care

Age Discrimination Bill 2003

Commonwealth Department of Education
Science and Training discussion paper:
Young People, Schools and Innovation:
towards an action plan for the school sector

NSW Law Reform Commission Review
of Apprehended Violence Orders

NSW Health consultation draft of the
Assisted Reproductive Technology Bill 2003

NSW Ombudsman Review of the Children
(Criminal Proceedings) Amendment (Adult
Detainees) Act 2001

House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Family and Community Affairs
Inquiry into child custody arrangements in
the event of family separation

Review of Non-Government Schools in NSW

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission National Inquiry into Children
in Immigration Detention

NSW Attorney General’s Department
review of the Privacy and Personal
Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW)
NSW Law Reform Commission review
of medical consent laws

NSW Ministry of Transport announced
a review of transport concession policy

3
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NSW Department of Education and
Training consultation on the future of NSW
public education and training

NSW Roads and Traffic Authority on
Improving Safety for Young Drivers

Productivity Commission study into the
economic implications of an ageing Australia

NSW Attorney-General’s Department
review of the Bail Act 1978 (NSW)

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission (HREOC) research into
discrimination in employment on the basis
of criminal record

Australian Government Attorney-General’s
Department discussion paper A new
approach to the family law system

Senate Select Committee on Mental Health
inquiry on the provision of mental health
services in Australia.

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues inquiry into
teacher recruitment and training

National Inquiry into the Teaching of Literacy

House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs — Exposure Draft of the Family
Law Amendment (Shared Parental
Responsibility) Bill 2005

Standing Committee of Attorneys-General
discussion paper Unauthorised Photographs
on the Internet and Ancillary Privacy Issues

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission discussion paper Striking the
Balance: Women, men, work and family

NSW Joint Select Committee on Tobacco
Smoking inquiry into tobacco smoking
in NSW

Australian Joint Standing Committee on
Electoral Matters inquiry into civics and
electoral education

NSW Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Children and Young People inquiry into
children, young people and the built
environment

NSW Department of Health — Health
Futures Project

NSW Joint Standing Committee on Electoral
Matters inquiry into electoral enrolment

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues into the impact
of Commonwealth WorkChoices legislation

NSW State Plan: A New Direction for NSW

Australian Fair Pay Commission minimum
wage determination

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues inquiry into
Dental Services in NSW

NSW Department of Local Government
review of the Swimming Pools Act 1992

Australian Law Reform Commission’s
issues paper Review of Privacy

Australian Government Exposure Draft of
the Human Services (Enhanced Service
Delivery) Bill 2007 for the Access Card

Senate inquiry into Workplace Relations
Amendment (A Stronger Safety Net)
Bill 2007



Australian Media and Communications
Authority children’s television
standards review

Royal Australasian College of Physicians —
guidelines on attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD)

NSW Attorney General’s Department
review of laws relating to graffiti

NSW Legislative Council Standing

Committee on Law and Justice inquiry into
the prohibition on the publication of names
of children involved in criminal proceedings

Australian Government call for submissions
for the Commonwealth Budget 2008

NSW Staysafe (Joint Standing Committee
on Road Safety) inquiry into young driver
safety and education programs

Special Commission of Inquiry into Child
Protection Services in NSW

NSW Legislative Council Standing
Committee on Social Issues inquiry into
overcoming Indigenous disadvantage

Minister for Health’s Special Commission
of Inquiry into acute care services in public
hospitals in NSW

Australian Commission on Quality and
Safety in Health Care draft national patient
charter of rights

Senate Environment, Communications
and the Arts Committee inquiry into
the sexualisation of children in the
contemporary media environment

Australian Department of Families, Housing,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
green paper on homelessness

NSW Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Children and Young People inquiry into
children and young people 9-14 years
in NSW

Australian Productivity Commission
inquiry into paid maternity,
paternity and parental leave

NSW Department of Education and
Training school leaving age review

Australian Department of Education,
Employment and Workplace Relations
discussion paper, National Quality
Framework for Early Education and Care

NSW Law Reform Commission review
of privacy laws

Australian Government discussion
consultation paper, Australia’s
Future Tax System

Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA) Draft Children’s Television
Standards 2008

Australian Productivity Commission inquiry
into paid maternity, paternity and parental
leave — draft report

Australian Department of Families,
Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs review of the

Commonwealth Disability Strategy

Australian Government 2009-2010 Budget
Commonwealth House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Education

and Training Inquiry into combining

school and work

NSW Children’s Services Regulation 2004
NSW Legislative Council's General Purpose
Standing Committee No. 2 Inquiry into
bullying of children and young people
National Health and Hospitals Reform
Commission interim report “A Healthier
Future for all Australians”

NSW Review of the Swimming Pools

Act 1992 Options Paper

National Human Rights Consultation
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The New South Wales Joint Parliamentary
Committee on Children and Young People
inquires into the annual reports of the
Commission and of the Child Death Review
Team. It also inquires into other issues affecting
children and young people in New South
Wales, and these inquiries are listed below.

At the time of writing, the Committee was
conducting an inquiry into the needs of
children and young people aged 9-14 years
with its report expected in 2009.

The information provided is extracted from
the New South Wales Parliament website,
parliament.nsw.gov.au.

Fatal Assault of Children and Young People
Legislative Amendments

Issues in the education of children
in out-of-home care

Seminar: “The Development of Wellbeing
in Children — Some Aspects of Research
and Comment on Child and Adolescent
Development”

The use of prescription drugs and
over-the-counter medications by children
and young people

Review of Report of NSW Commission for
Children and Young People: Children and
Young People with No-one to Turn To

Review of Child Death Review
Team Legislation

The Macquarie Street Lectures on Children
and Young People

Review of Child Death Review Team Reports:
Suicide and risk-taking deaths of children and
young people (2003), and Fatal assault and
neglect of children and young people (2003)

Children, Young People and the
Built Environment

Children and Young People 9-14 Years in NSW



D Membership of the Parliamentary Joint Committee
on Children and Young People

The Parliamentary Joint Committee

on Children and Young People was
established on 17 August 2000, and re-
established on 28 June 2007. Its primary
responsibility is to monitor and review
the work of the Commission for Children
and Young People and report its findings
and recommendations to parliament.

MaY 2000 — MarCh 2002

Mr David Campbell, MP, Chair

The committee examines and reports

on the annual and other reports of the
Commission. The committee also has a
broader responsibility to examine trends and
changes in services and issues affecting
children and young people, and to make
recommendations for changes to the
functions and procedures of the Commission.

The terms of reference for the Committee
are set out in Part 6 of the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 1998.

)

Ms Marie Andrews, MP

Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC

Ms Diane Beamer, MP

Hon Alan Corbett, MLC

Mr Wayne Smith, MP

Hon Don Harwin, MLC

Mr Stephen O’Doherty, MP

Hon Peter Primrose, MLC, Vice Chair

Mr Peter Webb, MP

Hon Henry Tsang, MLC

MarCh 2002 — FCbruary 2003

Mr David Campbell, MP, Chair

Ms Marie Andrews, MP

Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC

Ms Diane Beamer, MP

Hon Alan Corbett, MLC

Mr Wayne Smith, MP

Hon Don Harwin, MLC

Ms Judy Hopwood, MP

Hon Peter Primrose, MLC, Vice Chair

Mr John Cull, MP

Hon Henry Tsang, MLC

\
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@Y 2003 — Spemer 2004

Mrs Barbara Perry, MP, Chair

APPENAICES comnica

Mr John Bartlett, MP

Hon Kayee Giriffin, MLC

Mr Stephen Cansdell, MP

Ms Sylvia Hale, MLC

Ms Virginia Judge, MP

Hon Melinda Pavey, MLC

Mrs Judy Hopwood, MP

Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC, Vice Chair

Ms Linda Burney, MP

Hon Tony Catanzariti, MLC

SPHEmLlr 2009 — 0Ctobr 2005

Mrs Barbara Perry, MP, Chair

Mr John Bartlett, MP

Hon Kayee Giriffin, MLC

Mr Stephen Cansdell, MP

Ms Sylvia Hale, MLC

Ms Virginia Judge, MP

Hon Melinda Pavey, MLC

Mrs Judy Hopwood, MP

Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC, Vice Chair

Mr Barry Collier, MP

Hon Tony Catanzariti, MLC

0CtobCr 2005 — April 2006

Mrs Barbara Perry, MP, Chair

Mr John Bartlett, MP

Hon Kayee Giiffin, MLC

Mr Stephen Cansdell, MP

Ms Sylvia Hale, MLC

Ms Virginia Judge, MP

Hon Melinda Pavey, MLC

Mrs Judy Hopwood, MP

Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC, Vice Chair

Mr Michael Daley, MP

Hon Tony Catanzariti, MLC
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Mrs Barbara Perry, MP, Chair Mr John Bartlett, MP
Hon Kayee Giriffin, MLC Mr Stephen Cansdell, MP
Ms Sylvia Hale, MLC Ms Virginia Judge, MP
Hon Melinda Pavey, MLC Mrs Judy Hopwood, MP
Hon Jan Burnswoods, MLC, Vice Chair Mr Michael Daley, MP

Hon Penelope Sharpe, MLC

Jun€ 2007 — Seettmber 200

Hon Carmel Tebbutt, MP, Chair Dr Andrew McDonald, MP, Deputy Chair
Hon Catherine Cusack, MLC Ms Marie Andrews, MP
Hon Kayee Giriffin, MLC Mr Stephen Cansdell, MP

Rev the Hon Fred Nile, MLC

SCPIEMBLr 2008 — June 2001

Mr Robert Coombs, MP, Chair Ms Marie Andrews, MP
Hon Catherine Cusack, MLC Mr Steve Cansdell, MP
Hon Kayee Giriffin, MLC, Deputy Chair Mr Geoff Corrigan, MP

Rev the Hon Fred Nile, MLC

. J

(dPiurtd bY kidS

@nl 2006 — MarCh 2007 ﬁ

1



1o

APPENAICES wonimea

E Membership of the Commission’s Young People’s

Reference Group

2000

Armina Soemino
Charlie Zoghaib
Jelina Frail

Kate Tyrrell
Katherine Fan
Katie Green

2001

Adam Bournes

Luke Kercheval
Matt Lendrum
Mirjana Jovancevic
Sarah Khanlari
Tim Morrison

Zeah Behrend

Iktimal Hage-Ali

S

Agata Imielska

Mitchell Haney

Ben Yates

Nathan Doyle

Claire Hunter

Sarah Khanlari

Erin Ditterick Stephanie Tran
Hugh Farmer
Arthur Cheng Kira Puru

Danielle Anthony-Goodwin

Lakshanth Shanmugan

Dorian Sarkissian Paul McKay
Emily Mortimer Pia Birac
Jessica Beech Tanya Thompson

Josh Elliott

William Palmer
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2003

Amanda Kerslake

Katy Hawkins

Andrew Little

Kelly Griffiths

Angus McDowalll

Matthew Floro

Christine Shoemark

Rocky Ruperto

Holly-Ann O’Donnell

Rouel Dayoan

Kaila Murnain

Shawn Broughton

2001

Anton Jurisevic Kir Deng

Daniel Connell Marshall Peachey
Emma Baldry Patrick Mayoh
Fatima Matar Serena Hills
Hannah Klapdor Troy Rebello
Kimberley Stuart Ruth Tuulau

2005

Ashoor Khan Justine Castillo
Brent Leary Michelle Taylor
Carlo Ritchie Ned Tieppo
Caroline Boateng Sue Park

Emma Kenworthy

Tyson Beckman

Harry Whelan

Veronica Piatkov
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2006

Abdul Nahi

| APP CYHICCS (continued)

Kerry Deligiannis

Clare Power

Lucas Hejtmanek

Erica Boucher

Marsha Kojevnikova

Jacob Leung

Nathan Boyle

Jake Ribarovski Nick Kraegen
Jessica Priebee Olivia Couch
Abdulsamiu Lawal Jemma Witenden

Anthony Gallagher

Kevin Summerell

Brittany Papera Max Singer
Callum Drake Milena Mraovic
Dakota Dib Tamika Briggs

Emma Peterson

Vanessa Kutcher
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F Membership of the Commission’s Expert Advisory Committee

The Expert Advisory Committee was established

in June 2000 to assist the Commissioner in the
exercise of her functions.

/

2000-2001

Dr John Yu, Chair

)

Dr Robert Parker (from May 2001)

Ms Lyndsay Connors

Ms Caitlin Newton-Broad

Fr John Usher (from May 2001)

Prof Ron McCallum

Prof Gwynnyth Llewellyn

Mr Adrian Ford (until February 2000)

Mr Michael Antrum

Ms Robyn Maher (until November 2000)

2001-2002

Dr John Yu, Chair

Mr Michael Antrum

Ms Lyndsay Connors

Dr Robert Parker

Fr John Usher

Ms Caitlin Newton-Broad (until May 2002)

Prof Gwynnyth Llewellyn

Prof Ron McCallum

2002-2003

Dr John Yu, Chair

Mr Michael Antrum

Ms Lyndsay Connors

Dr Robert Parker

Fr John Usher

Prof Ron McCallum

Prof Gwynnyth Llewellyn

Ms Helen L’Orange (from December 2002)

\
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APP CHJICCS (continued)

2003-2001

Dr John Yu, Chair Prof Ron McCallum
Mr Michael Antrum Dr Robert Parker
Ms Lyndsay Connors Fr John Usher

Prof Gwynnyth Llewellyn

2001-2005

July-December 2004

Dr John Yu, Chair Prof Ron McCallum
Mr Michael Antrum Dr Robert Parker
Ms Lyndsay Connors Fr John Usher

Prof Gwynnyth Llewellyn

January-June 2005

Prof Richard Chisholm, Chair Mr Peter Homel

Mr Jack Beetson Ms Helen L'Orange
Ms Anna Booth Dr Robert Parker
Ms Hetty Cislowski Fr John Usher

2005-2006

Prof Richard Chisholm, Chair Ms Hetty Cislowski
Mr Jack Beetson Mr Peter Homel
Ms Anna Booth Ms Helen L'Orange
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2006-2007

Prof Richard Chisholm, Chair

Mr Peter Homel

Mr Jack Beetson

Ms Helen L'Orange

Ms Anna Booth

Ms Judith Meppem

Ms Hetty Cislowski

2001-2008

Mr Andrew Cappie-Wood, Chair

Ms Helen Kerr-Roubicek

Mr Jack Beetson

Ms Helen L'Orange

Ms Emily Booker

Ms Judith Meppem

Mr Peter Homel

Mr Jonathan Nicholas

2008-2001

Mr Andrew Cappie-Wood, Chair

Mr Peter Homel

Mr Jack Beetson (until February 2009)

Ms Helen L'Orange

Ms Emily Booker (until June 2009)

Ms Helen Kerr-Roubicek

Mr Chris Bonnor (from February 2009)

Ms Judith Meppem (until February 2009)

Prof Mary Crock (from February 2009)

Mr Jonathan Nicholas

Ms Marcia Ella-Duncan (from June 2009)
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The Commission provides administrative
support and undertakes research for the
New South Wales Child Death Review Team,
having taken over this responsibility from the

/

14-2000

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

APPENAICES comnica

G Membership of the Child Death Review Team

Child Protection Council. Since July 1999,
the Commissioner has been the Convenor
of the Team.

)

Supt John Heslop

Dr Judy Cashmore, Deputy Convenor

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Dr lan Cameron

Ms Melva Kennedy

Ms Helen Freeland

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Ms Pam Greer

Prof Kim Oates

Ms Helen Kerr-Roubicek

Mr Graham O’Rourke

Dr Michael Fairley

Ms Toni Single

Dr Ferry Grunseit

2000-2001

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Ms Helen Roubicek

Dr Judy Cashmore, Deputy Convenor

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Ms Toni Single

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Supt John Heslop

Ms Pam Greer

Mr Graham O’Rourke

Ms Melva Kennedy

Ms Carol Peltola (from August 2001)

Dr lan Cameron

Dr Ferry Grunseit

Ms Kathrina Lo

Dr Michael Fairley

Prof John Hilton (until 16 March)

\
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2001-2002

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr Judy Cashmore, Deputy Convenor
Ms Toni Single

Supt John Heslop

Dr Ferry Grunseit

Dr Michael Fairley

Ms Helen Kerr Roubicek

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr Judy Cashmore, Deputy Convenor
Ms Toni Single

Supt John Heslop

Dr Ferry Grunseit

Dr Michael Fairley

Ms Helen Kerr Roubicek

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Ms Pam Greer

Ms Kathrina Lo

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Dr Andrew McDonald

Dr lan Cameron

Ms Alice Silva

Ms Anne Maree Gleeson
Mr Peter Mathews

Ms Pam Greer

Mr John Feneley

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Dr Andrew McDonald

Dr lan Cameron

Ms Anne Maree Gleeson
Mr Peter Mathews

Ms Sandie Bredemeyer
Dr Dianne Little
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2003-2001

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

A/Prof Judith Irwin

Prof Caroline Finch, Deputy Convenor

Dr Dianne Little

Prof Judy Atkinson

Supt Kim McKay

Dr lan Cameron

Mr David McKie

Prof Kathleen Fahy

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Mr John Feneley

Mr Stephen Olischlager

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Ms Robyn Sheilds

Ms Leanne Hillman

Mr Michael Tizzard

Dr John Howard

2001-2005

30 June 2004-31 December 2004

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr lan Cameron

Prof Caroline Finch, Deputy Convenor

Mr John Feneley

Ms Leanne Hillman

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Mr Michael Tizard

Dr John Howard

Mr David McKie

Prof Judy Atkinson

Det Supt Kim McKay

Ms Robyn Shields

Dr Dianne Little

2001-2005

1 January 2005-30 June 2005

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Prof Caroline Finch, Deputy Convenor
Ms Leanne Hillman

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Mr Michael Tizard

Mr David McKie

Mr John Merrick

Det Supt Kim McKay

Dr Dianne Little

Dr lan Cameron
Dr Jonathan Gillis
A/Prof Jude Irwin
Dr John Howard
Prof Judy Atkinson
Ms Robyn Shields
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2005-2006

1 July 2005-31 December 2005

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr Dianne Little

Prof Caroline Finch, Deputy Convenor

Dr lan Cameron

Ms Leanne Hillman

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Mr David McKie

Dr John Howard

Ms Judith Carll, (from October 2005)

Prof Judy Atkinson

Mr John Feneley

Ms Robyn Shields

Det Supt Kim McKay (until September 2005)

Det Supt Paul Jones (from November 2005)

Mr John Merrick (until September 2005)

Mr Maurice Taylor (from November 2005)

2005-2006

1 January 2006-30 June 2006

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr Dianne Little

Prof Caroline Finch, Deputy Convenor
(until June 2006)

Dr lan Cameron

Ms Leanne Hillman

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Mr David McKie

Dr John Howard

Ms Judith Carll

Prof Judy Atkinson

Mr John Feneley
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Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr lan Cameron, Deputy Convenor

Ms Leanne Hillman (until September 2006)
Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Mr David McKie

Ms Judith Carll (until November 2006)

Mr John Feneley

Dr Dianne Little
Dr Jonathan Gillis

2001-200%

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

b APPIICES o

A/Prof Jude Irwin

Dr John Howard

Ms Robyn Shields

Mr Maurice Taylor

Ms Helen Freeland (from November 2006)
Ms Anna Edwards (from November 2006)

Det Supt Geoffrey Beresford
(from December 2006)

Mr Jack Beetson (from February 2007)

Mr David McKie

Dr lan Cameron, Deputy Convenor

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Mr John Feneley (until August 2007)

Ms Robyn Shields

Mr Stephen Olischlager (from August 2007)

Mr Maurice Taylor

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Ms Anna Edwards

Dr John Howard

Ms Helen Freeland

Prof Judith Irwin

Det Supt Geoffrey Beresford

Dr Dianne Little

Mr Jack Beetson

2008-2001

Ms Gillian Calvert, Convenor

Dr Elisabeth Murphy

Dr lan Cameron, Deputy Convenor

Mr Stephen Olischlager (until May 2009)

Dr Jonathan Gillis

Mr Maurice Taylor

Dr Bronwyn Gould

Dr Ngiare Brown (from May 2009)

Dr John Howard

Ms Deborah De fina (from June 2009)

Dr Dianne Little

A/Prof Judith Irwin (until October 2008)

Det Supt Geoffrey Beresford

Ms Robyn Shields (until October 2008)

Ms Anna Edwards (from February 2009)

Mr Jack Beetson (until October 2008)

Ms Helen Freeland

Ms Anne-Marie Dwyer (from February 2009)

Mr David McKie
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Legal change to, or related to, the
Commission’s legislation is outlined below.

The Child Protection (Offenders Registration)
Act 2000 amended the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 1998 with the
inclusion of Section 14A which provides the
Commissioner with the power to compel any
government agency to provide information
relevant to an assessment of whether an
applicant for an exemption under the Child
Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act

1998 poses a risk to the safety of children.

The Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act (No 2) 2000 amended the Child Protection
(Prohibited Employment) Act 1998. The
amendment related to the definition of
“conviction” in section 3. The definition
originally defined “conviction” as including a
finding that a charge is proved, even though
the court does not proceed to a conviction.
The effect of the amendment was to also
include in that definition a finding that a person
is guilty of an offence, even though the court
does not proceed to a conviction.

The Industrial Relations Commission in matter
IRC4337 of 2000 provided a judicial decision
on the term “primarily” as it applies to child-
related employment.

The Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)
Act 1998 defined child-related Employment
as: “any employment of the following kind that
primarily involves direct contact with children
where that contact is not directly supervised”.

The Industrial Relations Commission further
defined “primarily” to mean: “At least one of
the essential duties of the position involves

direct, unsupervised contact with children.”

The Commission used this interpretation of
“primarily” in its advice to employers after the
date of the ruling.

The Child Protection (Offenders Registration)
Act 2000 (except for sections 1, 2 and

23, and Schedules 1.2(1) and (2)), the

Child Protection (Offenders Registration)
Regulation 2000 and Child Protection
(Offenders Registration) Amendment Act
2000 came into effect. The Child Protection
(Offenders Registration) Act 2000 amended
section 5 of the Child Protection (Prohibited
Employment) Act 1998 by expanding the
definition of prohibited person to include
any person who is a registrable person.

Section 9 of the Child Protection (Prohibited
Employment) Act 1998 was amended

by the Statute Law (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2001 to incorporate the
word ‘or’ in section 9(3). The amendment
provided clarification through the addition

of this previously omitted word.

The Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)
Act 1998 was amended by the Crimes
Amendment (Sexual Servitude) Act 2001.
This Act amended the Crimes Act 1900

to create offences relating to sexual

servitude namely, causing a person to enter
into or remain in sexual servitude, and
conducting a business that involves sexual
servitude. Any conviction for this offence
makes a person a ‘prohibited person’.
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The Child Protection (Offenders Registration)
Act 2000 amended section 33 of the
Commission for Children and Young People Act
1998. The definition of relevant criminal record
was expanded to include registrable offences.

The Child Protection Legislation Amendment
Act 2002 amended the Child Protection
(Prohibited Employment) Act 1998 and the
Commission for Children and Young People
Act 1998 to strengthen child protection
provisions and address anomalies and
inconsistencies between the legislation.

The Act introduced a number of changes:

Apprehended Violence Orders:

The Commission for Children and Young
People Act 1998 was amended to allow the
Commissioner of Police to provide information
to the Commission for Children and Young
People concerning relevant Apprehended
Violence Orders. This means that the
Working With Children Check would include
background checks for relevant Apprehended
Violence Orders and provide more information
to help determine the suitability of a person

to work with children. Relevant Apprehended
Violence Orders are those taken out by a
police officer to protect a child.

With the introduction of relevant Apprehended
Violence Orders into the Working With Children
Check in February 2003, all aspects of the
Check were fully implemented.

Prohibited Employment: The legislative
amendment allowed applications for
exemption from the Child Protection
(Prohibited Employment) Act 1998 to be made
directly to the Commission for Children and
Young People. This was in addition to the
provision for prohibited persons to apply to
either the Administrative Decisions Tribunal or

the Industrial Relations Commission. The effect
of the amendment was that the Commission
could only grant an order where it formed the
view that the applicant did not pose a risk to
the safety of children. Where the Commission
considered that an applicant might pose a

risk to children no order would be granted.
The applicant retained the right to seek an
exemption from the Administrative Decisions
Tribunal or Industrial Relations Commission.

The legislative amendment also varied the Child
Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998
to clarify that s.579 of the Crimes Act 1900
does not apply in prohibited person matters.
The amendment meant that people who had
previously been declared not to be prohibited
persons because of s.579 were once again
prohibited from working with children.

Other changes: The definition of “relevant
criminal record” in the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 1998 was
extended to include relevant spent convictions.
Such convictions on a person’s criminal record
are relevant for background checks and risk
assessment purposes. The Child Protection
(Offenders Registration) Act 2000 was
extended to include relevant spent convictions.
The legislative amendment to the Child
Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998,
the Child Protection (Offenders Registration)
Act 2000, the Commission for Children and
Young People Act 1998, and the Summary
Offences Act 1988 extended the definition of
a relevant criminal record to include offences
of intent, incitement or conspiracy to commit
a relevant offence. Offences involving intent,
incitement or conspiracy to commit a relevant
offence would now be considered for the
purposes of prohibited employment and
background checks.

The legislative amendment to the
Commission for Children and Young

People Act 1998 also provided certainty for
employers about when their obligations with
regard to the Working With Children Check



are fulfilled. This meant that when employers
received the background check result, they
would be considered to have complied with
the Working With Children Check.

The Community Services (Complaints,
Appeals and Monitoring) Amendment
Regulation 2002 transferred the responsibility
for the review of deaths resulting from

child abuse and neglect or occurring in
circumstances suspicious of child abuse to
the NSW Ombudsman on 1 January 2003.

In the 2001-2002 reporting period, a judgment
of the Industrial Relations Commission found
that a person with a conviction for a serious
sex offence could not be considered to be a
‘prohibited person’, as defined by section 5 of
the Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)
Act 1998, because the person was able

to apply the benefit of section 579 of the
Crimes Act 1900 (section 579 provides that

in certain circumstances convictions dating
15 years or more are to be disregarded for all
purposes whatsoever and are inadmissible

in legal proceedings). The applicant therefore
did not need to seek an order from a

relevant tribunal allowing the applicant to
remain in child-related employment.

Consequently, other judges of the Industrial
Relations Commission and Judicial Members
of the Administrative Decisions Tribunal

ruled in other matters that they did not have
jurisdiction to hear applications for exemption
from prohibition on working with children
from persons who had convictions for sexual
offences and to whom section 579 of the
Crimes Act could be applied. The Commission
appealed these decisions on the grounds of
inconsistency between the identification of a
‘prohibited person’ by section 5 of the Child
Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act and
the operation of section 579 of the Crimes
Act, arguing that the child protection focus of
the more recent Child Protection (Prohibited
Employment) Act should prevail.

In 2002 the Commission was unsuccessful

in having one of these decisions overturned
in an appeal to the Supreme Court. Other
appeals by the Commission in 2003 were,
however, successful, with findings made by
the Supreme Court and by the Full Bench

of the Industrial Relations Commission

that the inconsistency between section

579 of the Crimes Act and section 5 of the
Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)

Act was to be resolved with the Child
Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act
being considered to be paramount. The Child
Protection Legislation Amendment Act 2002,
which came into effect in 2003, confirmed
this when it amended the Child Protection
(Prohibited Employment) Act to clarify that
section 579 of the Crimes Act does not apply
in prohibited person matters.

In the 2002-2003 reporting period, the
Commission successfully appealed a decision
of the Industrial Relations Commission that
the Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)
Act 1998 did not apply to an applicant
whose ‘serious sex offence’ was committed
against an adult. The Full Bench of the
Industrial Relations Commission upheld the
Commission’s argument that the age of the
victim is not relevant under the Act.

The Commission for Children and Young
People Amendment (Child Death Review
Team) Act 2003 strengthened the role of the
Child Death Review Team by extending the
Team’s access to records about child deaths
to private health agencies and practitioners,
to non-government schools and to people
or agencies providing services such as foster
care or residential out-of-home care, family
support, disability and children’s services.
Strict confidentiality safeguards that protected
information gathered by the Team were

also extended. The Act ensured that while
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confidentiality of sensitive information would
be protected, information could be disclosed
by the Team’s Convenor where appropriate
and necessary for the purposes of criminal law
enforcement or reporting to the Department
of Community Services that a child or

children may be at risk of harm and reporting
information to the State Coroner and the
Ombudsman. The Act also provided the Team
with a broader and more flexible research
focus to look at deaths from all causes.

The Child Protection Legislation Amendment
Act 2003 improved the operation of Part 7

of the Commission for Children and Young
People Act 1998 (which relates to employment
screening for child-related employment) by
clarifying the reportable conduct of employees
under that legislation. The Act gave effect to
the recommendations of a Government review
into the impact of that legislation.

The Child Protection (Prohibited Employment)
Regulation 2004 clarified that the provision of
foster care or out-of-home care constitutes
‘employment’ for the purposes of the Child

Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998.

The Commission for Children and Young
People Amendment (Employment Screening)
Regulation 2004 amended the Commission
for Children and Young People Regulation
2000 to reflect amendments to Part 7 of the
Commission for Children and Young People
Act 1998 by the Child Protection Legislation
Amendment Act 2003.

This Regulation brought together the former
regulations dealing with centre-based care,
mobile care, family day care and home-based
care. It increased the licence conditions

to further protect children attending those
services, including requiring probity checks
for those working in children’s services. It
allowed the Commission to undertake these
probity checks on behalf of the Department
of Community Services.

This Act established the Institute of Teachers
and provided for professional teaching
standards and the accreditation of teachers.
It allowed a teacher accreditation authority

to revoke the accreditation of a teacher

in certain cases including if a teacher in

a non-government school is a prohibited
person under the Child Protection (Prohibited
Employment) Act 1998.

The Commission for Children and Young
People Amendment Act 2005 was passed

in November 2005. The Act extended and
strengthened the NSW system of protection
for children in the workplace through
changes to the Working With Children Check,
including providing for a single Working

With Children Check where employees do
similar work for a number of employers,
removing the need for an employer to re-
check a casual employee if the employer

has employed and checked that person in

a similar position within the previous year,

and clarifying that specific convictions of a
sexual nature, like filming children for indecent
purposes, are to be taken into account in

the Working With Children Check. The Act
also created a new Commission legislative
function of assisting organisations to be more
safe and friendly for children.



Parts of this Act came into effect in June
2006, (the remainder came into effect in
January 2007).

This Act amended the Teaching Service Act
1980, the Education (School Administrative
and Support Staff) Act 1987 and the
Technical and Further Education Commission
Act 1990. The amendments provided for the
termination of employment of educational
staff who are prohibited from being employed
in child-related employment. Amendments
also made provision for management of the
conduct and performance of educational
staff, and provided that the protection of
children is to be the paramount consideration
in taking any action against staff.

The Act’s amendments also provided that
where an application is made for review of
the prohibited person status of a person,
the Commission for Children and Young
People or the relevant tribunal to which
the application is made will be required

to notify the relevant employer authority
and the authority is entitled to appear and
be heard in such a review application.

The remaining sections of this Act came into
effect in January 2007. As a result:

all the legislation relating to the NSW
Working With Children program was
brought into the Commission for Children
and Young People Act

provisions for prohibiting certain

people from working with children were
strengthened with the extension of the
prohibition to those convicted as adults of
intentionally causing grievous bodily harm
to a child. People who were prohibited
because of certain offences were banned
for life and would not be able to apply for a
review of their prohibited status

the Commission’s powers to audit and
monitor compliance with the Working With
Children Check were strengthened

provision was made for certification of
self employed people in child-related
employment

background checking for people who work
in multiple casual or part time positions in
one industry was streamlined.

New Working With Children Employer
Guidelines and Working With Children Operator
Guidelines came into effect at the same time
implementing most of the above changes.

This Act reduced the size of the Parliamentary
Joint Committee on Children and Young
People from 11 to 7 members.

This Act retitled the “Chairman” and
“Vice-Chairman” of the Parliamentary Joint
Committee on Children and Young People
as “Chair” and “Deputy Chair”.

This Act required candidates for NSW
Parliamentary general elections and by-
elections to sign a declaration about whether
they have been convicted of or charged with
any child sex offences or murder of a child, and
whether any relevant Apprehended Violence
Orders have been taken out against them.

The Commission for Children and Young
People is required to audit the accuracy of the
declarations made by candidates elected to
Parliament and report on the result of the Audit
to both Houses of Parliament. These provisions
came into effect in time for the March 2007
New South Wales general election.
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The Commission for Children and Young
People Amendment Act 2007 amended the
Commission for Children and Young People
Act 1998 to:

require all preferred applicants for primary
child-related employment to be subject to
background checking, regardless of whether
they are related to the children they work with

clarify that a relevant employment
proceeding is completed only when the
employer has made a determination as to
the reportable conduct that occurred or
may have occurred and any disciplinary
action that may follow

impose an obligation on an employer
who has notified a relevant employment
proceeding to the Commission to provide
sufficient details for the purpose of
background checking

empower the Commission to charge a fee
for issuing certificates to self employed
people in child-related employment

allow reciprocal arrangements between
New South Wales and other Australian
jurisdictions to enable the Child Death
Review Team to research the deaths of New
South Wales children who die elsewhere

in Australia and to provide information for
research aimed at preventing or reducing
child deaths in other Australian jurisdictions

constitute the Child Death Review Team
as a Committee of the Commission rather
than as a corporation to alleviate the
necessity for separate financial reporting

amend the terminology in relation to the
definition of an “apprehended violence
order” to ensure consistency with the
Crimes Act 1900 by substituting the phrase
“external protection orders” for “interstate
restraint orders”

clarify that the Commission is governed
by the provisions of the Annual Reports
(Statutory Bodiies) Act 1984

clarify liability issues by providing that
protection from personal liability is available
for any action conducted or omitted in good
faith in the execution of this or any other Act.

The Commission for Children and Young
People Amendment Act 2007 also amended
the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections
Act 1912 by empowering the Commission

to request the Police and courts to provide
copies of documents it needs to complete an
audit and to require agencies to comply.

The Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence)
Act 2007 amended the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 1998 to make
the definition of a “relevant apprehended
violence order” consistent with the definition
in the Crimes (Domestic and Personal
Violence) Act 2007 .

This Regulation came into effect in
April 2009 to:

prohibit a self employed person

from engaging in paid child-related
employment unless the person holds
a child-related employment certificate
to the effect that the person is not
prohibited from working with children

provide for the issue by the Commission of
child-related employment certificates, and
for their revocation where the Commission
becomes aware that the person to whom
the certificate applies is a prohibited person

provide for the display and production a
child-related employment certificate by a
self employed person



prohibit a person using or attempting to
use a child-related employment certificate
that does not apply to the person with the
intention to deceive

remove the requirement for an employer

to carry out the procedures of background
checking of an applicant for child-related
employment under the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 1998
where the applicant is to perform work as a
self employed person for or in relation to a
child under a contract of services with that
child or a parent of that child.

This Act amends the Commission for Children
and Young People Act 1998 to expand and
increase the categories of people who will be
subject to background checking under the
Commission for Children and Young People
Act. The amendments to the Commission

for Children and Young People Act by the
Children Legislation Amendment (\Wood Inquiry
Recommendations) Act 2009 have not, as at
the date of this publication, yet come into effect.

The definition of child-related employment
in the Commission for Children and Young
People Act has been extended to include

employment of the following kind:

employment comprising the provision of a
prescribed children’s service (prescribed
children’s services include centre-based
children’s services, family day care
children’s services, home-based children’s
services, and mobile children’s services)

employment as a person involved in the
control or management of a prescribed
children’s service

employment as an authorised supervisor
under the Children and Young Persons
(Care and Protection) Act 1998 in relation
to a prescribed children’s service

employment in certain other types of
employment under the Children and Young
Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998
and the Adoption Act 2000

employment as a self employed person or
as a subcontractor (by, in or on behalf of a
relevant agency, including the Department
of Community Services, the Department
of Education and Training, and the TAFE
Commission Division) if it involves direct
unsupervised contact with children.

The definition of primary child-related
employment in the Commission for Children
and Young People Act has been extended
to include:

child-related employment of a student
that involves working in the Department of
Community Services

child-related employment of a
volunteer that involves the mentoring
of disadvantaged children

child-related employment of a volunteer
providing personal care services to children
with disabilities.

The background checking provisions in the
Commission for Children and Young People
Act have also been extended to apply to

an adult person who resides in the home

of an authorised carer or children’s service
provider (that is, the provider of a family day
care or home based children’s service under
the Children and Young Persons (Care and
Protection) Act 1998).

The Children Legislation Amendment
(Wood Inquiry Recommendations) Act also
amends the Commission for Children and
Young People Act to transfer the secretariat
functions of the Child Death Review Team
to the Ombudsman.
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Section 11 of the Commission for Children
and Young People Act 1998 lays out the
principal functions of the Commission.
You can track how the entire act has been
amended since proclamation at http://
portsea.austli.edu.au/pit/xml/nsw/act/

(a) to promote the participation of children in
the making of decisions that affect their
lives and to encourage government and
non-government agencies to seek the
participation of children appropriate to
their age and maturity,

(b) to promote and monitor the overall safety,
welfare and well-being of children in the
community and to monitor the trends
in complaints made by or on behalf of
children,

(c) to conduct special inquiries under Part 4
into issues affecting children,

(d) to make recommendations to government
and non-government agencies on
legislation, policies, practices and services
affecting children,

(e) to promote the provision of information
and advice to assist children,

(f) to conduct, promote and monitor training
on issues affecting children,

(9) to conduct, promote and monitor
public awareness activities on
issues affecting children,

(h) to conduct, promote and monitor research
into issues affecting children,

(i) to participate in and monitor screening for
child-related employment in accordance
with Part 7,

() to develop and administer a voluntary
accreditation scheme for persons working
with persons who have committed sexual
offences against children.

Under Part 7A of the Children (Care and
Protection) Act 1987, the Commissioner

is the convenor of the Child Death Review
Team established under that Part and

the Commission is required to provide
administrative support to that Review Team.

(a) to promote the participation of children in
the making of decisions that affect their
lives and to encourage government and
non-government agencies to seek the
participation of children appropriate to
their age and maturity,

(b) to promote and monitor the overall safety,
welfare and well-being of children in the
community and to monitor the trends in
complaints made by or on behalf of children,

(c) to conduct special inquiries under Part 4
into issues affecting children,

(d) to make recommendations to government
and non-government agencies on
legislation, policies, practices and services
affecting children,

(e) to promote the provision of information
and advice to assist children,

(f) to conduct, promote and monitor training
on issues affecting children,

(g) to conduct, promote and monitor public
awareness activities on issues affecting
children,

(h) to conduct, promote and monitor research
into issues affecting children,

(i) to participate in and monitor screening for
child-related employment in accordance
with Part 7,

() to develop and administer a voluntary
accreditation scheme for persons working
with persons who have committed sexual
offences against children,

(k) to support and assist the Child Death
Review Team in the exercise of its
functions under Part 7A.



W)

to promote the participation of children in
the making of decisions that affect their
lives and to encourage government and
non-government agencies to seek the
participation of children appropriate to
their age and maturity,

to promote and monitor the overall
safety, welfare and well-being of
children in the community and to
monitor the trends in complaints

made by or on behalf of children,

to conduct special inquiries under Part 4
into issues affecting children,

to make recommendations to
government and non-government
agencies on legislation, policies,
practices and services affecting children,
to promote the provision of information
and advice to assist children,

to conduct, promote and monitor training
on issues affecting children,

to conduct, promote and monitor public
awareness activities on issues affecting
children,

to conduct, promote and monitor
research into issues affecting children,

(h1) to determine or intervene in review

U

applications concerning prohibited persons,
to participate in and monitor screening
for child-related employment in
accordance with Part 7,

to develop and administer a voluntary
accreditation scheme for persons working
with persons who have committed sexual
offences against children,

to support and assist the Child Death
Review Team in the exercise of its
functions under Part 7A,

to encourage organisations to develop their
capacity to be safe and friendly for children,
to develop and administer a voluntary
accreditation scheme for programs for
persons who have committed sexual
offences against children.

(@) to promote the participation of children in
the making of decisions that affect their
lives and to encourage government and
non-government agencies to seek the
participation of children appropriate to
their age and maturity,

(b) to promote and monitor the overall safety,
welfare and well-being of children in the
community and to monitor the trends in
complaints made by or on behalf of children,

(c) to conduct special inquiries under Part 4
into issues affecting children,

(d) to make recommendations to
government and non-government
agencies on legislation, policies, practices
and services affecting children,

(e) to promote the provision of information
and advice to assist children,

() to conduct, promote and monitor training
on issues affecting children,

(9) to conduct, promote and monitor
public awareness activities on issues
affecting children,

(h) to conduct, promote and monitor
research into issues affecting children,

(h1) to determine or intervene in review
applications concerning prohibited
persons,

(i) to participate in and monitor background
checking for child-related employment in
accordance with Division 3 of Part 7,

() to develop and administer a voluntary
accreditation scheme for persons working
with persons who have committed sexual
offences against children,

(k) to support and assist the Child Death
Review Team in the exercise of its
functions under Part 7A,

() to encourage organisations to develop

their capacity to be safe and friendly for

children,

to develop and administer a voluntary

accreditation scheme for programs for

persons who have committed sexual
offences against children.
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